
 

 

Duke Energy wants to hike your bill by 20%, or $24 per month 
and they want you to pay for the Edwardsport IGCC boondoggle un!l 2045!  

 
Duke Energy has filed for a rate hike with the Indiana 
Utility Regulatory Commission (IURC). They want to 
raise your electric bill by 20%, which amounts to a 
monthly bill increase of nearly $24 for an average 
Duke residential customer.  
 
Additionally, Duke wants the IURC to force you to 
continue to overpay for the Edwardsport Integrated 
Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) coal-fired power 
plant for the next 26 years!  
 
Duke Energy has been raking in enormous profits 
in recent years. They had a net income of $3.1 
BILLION in 2017 and $2.7 BILLION in 2018. In the 
first quarter of 2019 alone, Duke Energy’s net income 
was nearly $1 BILLION.   At the same time, Hoosier 
households continue to struggle with declining 
and stagnant income and wages, and significant 
increases in the cost of energy, health care, food, and 
other necessities.  
 

It is Duke Energy’s customers who need relief, not the 

monopoly u!lity that is raking in profit hand-over-fist. 
 
In this rate case, Duke Energy wants to force those who use less energy to pay more on their bills. They are requesting to 
continue using a billing mechanism called declining block pricing, which literally charges customers who use less electricity 
more per kilowatt hour (kWh).  
 
Hoosiers are becoming more adept at controlling their energy costs through a variety of mechanisms - energy efficiency, 
energy conservation, installing renewable resources, etc. Duke Energy is frustrated because this means they’re selling 
less energy and not making as much profit as they want to.  
 
Duke Energy wants to steal the economic benefit of using less energy by charging you more for using less. By 
sending the wrong price signals to customers, the use of declining block rates runs counter to the long-standing principle of 
conservation and encouraging businesses and households to be more energy efficient. 
 
  

Edwardsport IGCC coal-fired power plant: customers con!nue to overpay. 
 
Duke Energy’s Edwardsport IGCC (Integrated Gasification Combined-Cycle) coal-fired power plant was declared “in-
service” by Duke in June 2013, and has now been operating for over 6 years. To get approval to build the plant in 2007, 
Duke promised legislators and regulators a price tag of $1.9 BILLION, but the final price ballooned to over $3.5 
BILLION. 
 
Over the last 10 years, Duke Energy customers have been forced to pay over $2.5 BILLION for the Edwardsport rip 
off. For years, the average Duke customer has been shaken down for about $14 each month for this power plant. 
And with this rate case, Duke Energy now wants regulators to force you to continue paying for this obscenely overpriced 
power plant until 2045.  

Duke Energy Average  

Monthly Electric Bills 

 The average Duke Energy 
customer pays over $300 more per 
year now than they did in 2008. 

 Duke Energy bills have 
increased 27% in the last 
10 years 



 

 

Duke Energy Bill Comparison  
for the average customer using 1,000 kilowa/ hours (kWh) of electricity per month 

Submit wri/en comments: 
 

Indiana Office of Utility  
Consumer Counselor 

Attn: Bill Fine 
115 W. Washington St., Suite 1500S 

Indianapolis, IN 46204  
 

uccinfo@oucc.in.gov 
 

(888) 441-2494 phone 

Tes!fy at the IURC Field Hearings: 
OUCC presentations will begin at 5:30pm,  

Field Hearings will begin at 6pm. 

 9/9/19 (Monday):  Carmel High School 
Auditorium, 520 E. Main Street Carmel, IN 
46032 

 9/23/19 (Monday): Vigo South High School 
Auditorium, 3737 S. 7th Street Terre Haute, IN 
47802  

 10/1/19 (Tuesday): New Albany Floyd County 
Consolidated School Corporation Facilities 
Services Center, 2801 Grant Line Road New 
Albany, IN 47150 

Tell the Utility Consumer Counselor to stop Duke Energy from charging you more for using less by: 
 

 Rejecting Duke’s request to raise your rates 

 Reject Duke’s request to force you to pay for the Edwardsport power plant until 2045 

 Reject Duke’s request to continue using declining block rates and charging you more for 
using less 

 
Tell the OUCC to fight for residential customers to ensure that monthly bills are affordable, just, and 

reasonable.  Make sure to reference Cause Number 45253 in your comments! 

Take ac!on and make your voice heard! 

 Current Bill 
 Charges & Rates Total Bill  Charges & Rates Total Bill  

Fixed Charge:  $          9.01 $    9.01 $         9.80 $   9.80 

per kWh rate, first 300: $ 0.089116 $  26.73 $ 0.150893 $ 45.27 

 Total:  $120.30 Total:  $144.59 

Proposed Bill 

per kWh rate, 301 to 1,000: $ 0.051948 $  36.36 $ 0.122344 $ 85.64 

per kWh rate, over 1,000: $ 0.042634 $    0.00 $ 0.110347 $   0.00 

Trackers per kWh: $ 0.048188 $  48.19 $ 0.001877 $   1.88 

Utility Receipts Tax:    $ 0.002000 $   2.00 

NOTE: Currently, the Utility Receipts Tax (URT) is built into the rates you pay. In this case, Duke is asking to remove the URT 
from rates and bill it is a separate line item.  


