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CITIZEN POWER
The latest news from Indiana's oldest consumer advocacy organization
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE
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CAC's Government
Affairs Team

HB1414: The Coal

LATEST NEWS
The 2020 Indiana General Assembly is now in session, and once
again, Hoosiers’ heads are turning to the 150 Indiana state

legislators who make decisions affecting our everyday lives.

This year is a "short" session, meaning it is not a budget year
and the legislature will adjourn in March instead of April.

MEET OUR STAFF ON THE GROUND
AT THE INDIANA STATEHOUSE:

Bailout

Redistricting
Legislaiton

Water Quality
Legislation

Kerwin Olson is CAC’s Executive Director. He has appeared at
the Indiana Statehouse for CAC since 2006.

Lindsay Haake is an Organizer for CAC, and she has appeared at
the Indiana Statehouse for CAC since 2013.
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HOUSE BILL 1414:
THE COAL BAILOUT
As with every session of the Indiana

General Assembly, CAC continues to work
tirelessly to aid Indiana's transition away
from coal and toward renewable energy.

However, this session the coal interests are
hitting the Indiana Statehouse hard, and

have a terrible bill - HB1414 - that obstructs
Indiana’s electric utilities’ ability to retire
their dirty, expensive, and outdated coalfired power plants.

It is designed to keep Indiana in the dark
ages by delaying and obstructing our

transition to clean energy. It is a deliberate
attempt by the coal interests to convince

Indiana lawmakers to use the heavy hand of
government to interfere with the markets
and protect Indiana’s fleet of coal-fired

power plants. The effort is being led by

Alliance Coal, Hallador Energy, and White

Stallion Energy, who have been aggressively
peddling their influence and money at the
Indiana Statehouse.

HB1414 has been passed by the Indiana

House of Representatives and is now being

considered in the Senate. Click here to email

HAVE YOUR SAY
Click here to email your state
legislators and tell them to REJECT
HB1414 with one click!
To look up and/or e-mail your Indiana
legislators, visit: http://iga.in.gov/
legislative/find-legislators/
The very best way to get a message to
your State Senator and Representative
is to call and leave a message with
their Legislative Assistants. These
PDF documents have the direct
numbers and e-mail addresses for all
of our Indiana State Legislators:
• 2020 Indiana State Senators
• 2020 Indiana State
Representatives

To mail a letter or make a phone call:
Indiana Senate
200 W. Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2786
(800) 382-9467

Indiana House of Representatives
200 W. Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2786
(800) 382-9842

your state legislators and tell them to
REJECT this awful bill!
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REDISTRICTING
LEGISLATION
CAC is committed to reforming the

redistricting process in an effort to ensure
fair and transparent elections and a

functioning democracy where voters choose
their politicians, not the other way around.
We thought we had a real shot to get

redistricting standards passed this session,
but sadly, the 2020 Indiana General

Assembly turned their back on Hoosiers by
refusing to act on redistricting reform
legislation this session.

Despite receiving a multitude of phone calls
and emails from Hoosiers across Indiana,

Sen. Walker (Chair of the Senate Elections
Committee) refused to hear any of the

redistricting reform bills in his committee,
and Rep. Wesco (Chair of the House

Elections Committee) ignored similar bills
in his committee. This was particularly

frustrating because this was the last chance
we had to reform the redistricting process

SUPPORT CAC
We can't do what we do without
support from donors like you!
Since 1974, our members' support
has kept Citizens Action Coalition
working for fair utility rates and
affordable healthcare in the State
of Indiana.
Your contribution allows us to
continue our work at the State
House every year, making sure
that your legislators hear how
these issues affect consumers
throughout the state.

Without all of us coming together
and speaking out, the people’s
voices will be drowned out by big
money and the pursuit of
egregious profits over the needs
of Indiana consumers. The beauty
of our work is that it only takes a
little bit from a lot of people to
keep us working on your behalf.
CONTRIBUTE ONLINE TODAY:
CITACT.ORG

before the Indiana General Assembly draws
the new district maps in 2021.
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WATER QUALITY LEGISLATION
•

Lead in Drinking Water
• House Bill 1265 would require that the
water in every child care facility and school
be tested for lead. This is in relation to the
very real problem of lead in our drinking
water in Indiana, particularly in older
school buildings where lead can get in the
water from old pipes and fixtures. The bill

Also addressing lead in our drinking water
is Senate Bill 254, which is designed to
extend the authority to replace customerowned lead service lines to municipal and
non-profit utilities, which we strongly
support.

Notification of toxic spills
• House Bill 1337 would require that water

originally only applied to Lake County, but

utilities and water treatment plants receive

after a column entitled "High lead levels

notification in the event of a spill or release

were found in our school water — but not

of any toxic substance that would threaten

where you would think" was published in

water quality and/or the operation of a

the Indy Star on 1/26/20, HB1265 was

water utility or water treatment plant. This

amended to apply to the entire state.

is in response to the latest release of toxic

HB1265 has passed out of the House with

chemicals into Lake Michigan by Arcelor-

overwhelming support, and is now

Mittal. This toxic spill happened in August

awaiting action in the Senate

2019, and was not reported to the public

Environmental Affairs Committee.

until three days after the spill occurred.
Lake Michigan is the source of drinking
water for 7 million people.

ABOUT CITIZENS ACTION COALITION
CAC is a 501(c)(4) not-for-profit organization that has advocated for four decades on behalf of Hoosiers on

issues regarding energy policy, utility reform, health care, pollution prevention, and family farms. In order to
achieve the objective to protect consumers in Indiana, CAC’s activities include performing research, carrying
out public education campaigns, organizing citizens, creating public awareness, lobbying legislators,

intervening in utility cases before the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, and litigating when necessary.

CONTACT US

Citizens Action Coalition • 1915 W. 18th Street, Suite C • Indianapolis, IN, 46202
Email: staff@citact.org • Call: (317) 205-3535 • Fax: (317) 205-3599
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